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U.S. REPRESENTATIVE CASTOR JOINS APD SOLUTIONS AND FIRST GUARANTY  

TO LAUNCH  TAMPA’S “Get Home Now!”  
Program Promotes Flexible Credit, Affordable Renovation and Neighborhood Revitalization  

 

TAMPA, FL – Today, U.S. Representative Kathy Castor (11
th
 District) joined APD Solutions, a national 

neighborhood revitalization firm, First Guaranty Mortgage Corporation and the CDC of Tampa, Inc. to announce 

the launch of Get Home Now! in Tampa.  The Get Home Now! program is making its way across the country with 

a mission to strengthen partnerships between public and private sectors to create a cohesive force to restabilize 

communities.    

 

“We must be proactive to boost property values, create jobs and improve the real estate market.  The Get Home 

Now!  partnership has the potential to move foreclosed properties and improve our neighborhoods by 

encouraging home makeovers and rehabilitation as part of a home purchase,” said Congresswoman Castor.  “The 

Tampa Bay area is fortunate to draw the combined Get Home Now! efforts of APD Solutions, First Guaranty 

Mortgage Corporation and all of the local government and community agencies.”  

 

The Get Home Now! program is a component of APD Solutions‟ efforts to revitalize communities across the 

nation. The program builds on APD Solutions‟ efforts to expand homeownership opportunities which has 

included the implementation of several Neighborhood Stabilization Programs and a local investment impact of 

over $40 million of redevelopment capital since 2009.  The announcement was held at a home being managed by 

APD Solutions through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP2) of Tampa.  This further reinforces how 

the various programs currently available can be combined to create a large-scale effort to tackle an issue no one 

program can handle alone.  

  

“Cities like Tampa have great neighborhoods, but working families find seeking homeownership challenging due 

to the need for renovations,” said Vaughn Irons, APD Solutions, Chief Executive Officer.  “APDS is committed 

to working with our local partners to provide the leadership and tools necessary to revitalize Tampa to its former 

glory.”  

 

The Get Home Now! program will combine new mortgage capital and home renovation products with flexible 

credit requirements as low as 550 to stimulate affordable vacant home buying, rehabilitation of distressed homes, 

and home sales in the Tampa Bay area outreach effort. Get Home Now! is designed to help reduce the number of 

vacant homes, stabilize real estate values and reinforce the local tax-base by adding more investment.   

 

“The City of Tampa encourages any public/private partnerships like Get Home Now! that help low and moderate-

income home buyers achieve the „American Dream‟ and put those vacant and foreclosed properties back on the 

tax rolls,” said Sharon West, City of Tampa, Housing and Community Development Manager. 

 

Financing for Credit Challenged and New Homes Rehabilitation  

 

Facilitated by the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) 203K program, the centerpiece of Get Home Now! is a 

flexible package of mortgage products and development oversight designed to encourage the rehabilitation of 

vacant affordable homes while making the community‟s stock of existing homes more valuable. This financial 

 



 

toolkit can help new buyers and existing residents rehabilitate homes with affordable mortgages that let owners 

borrow up to 110 percent of the home value to finance repairs, renovation, acquisition or existing debt.   

 

”The task of building viable sustainable communities in the face of Tampa‟s unprecedented foreclosure crisis is 

the work of those willing to build coalitions to save our communities.  HUD welcomes APDS‟ innovative public-

private partnership to the national effort to help families become homeowners, reduce the number of vacant 

properties, and stabilize communities and neighborhoods,” Ronald Herbert, HUD of Tampa,   

 

First Guaranty Mortgage Corporation will provide credit-enhanced FHA mortgage products that offer low down 

payment requirements and flexible credit options. Qualified families can obtain a mortgage by having a minimum 

credit score of 580 and a willingness to participate in a local pre-purchase homebuyer training program. For 

Police Officers, Firefighters or the Military a lower credit score of 550 will be accepted.  

 

“On behalf of First Guaranty, I'm very proud that we are a part of this very important revitalization effort," said 

Andrew Peters, senior vice president. "We're excited to join our partners – APD Solutions and such a broad 

coalition of community development stakeholders - to help in the restoration of vital neighborhoods like the ones 

in Tampa.  This initiative is right in line with our duty, which is all about rebuilding the dream through access to 

homeownership.” 

 

Community Support is Key 

 

The Get Home Now! coalition of non-profit organizations include the Community Development Corporation of 

Tampa, Inc. (CDC).  The effort of the coalition is to expand homeownership opportunities across the Tampa Bay 

area in neighborhoods with the greatest need of affordable housing.  This broad-based coalition of public, private 

and non-profit partners insures that every family in Tampa will have the opportunity to participate in the 

initiative.   

 

"We are looking forward to providing home buyer education and credit repair counseling to make this a 

successful venture.  This partnership will help to transform empty houses into homes again," said Ernest Coney, 

Jr., CDC of Tampa, Inc., Interim President.  

 

Applicants must call the Get Home Now! Hotline in order to take advantage of Get Home Now!’s various 

opportunities.  Proper guidance and hand-holding is critical to successfully expanding affordable homeownership 

and stabilizing neighborhoods. For more information about Get Home Now! contact the Get Home Now! Hotline 

at (877) Gt-Hm-NOW [877-484-6669] or on the web at www.HomeByRequest.com/gethomenow.  

 

“Working together, we can tackle the housing crisis and create jobs throughout our community. I‟ve heard from 

thousands of Tampa Bay area residents at my six foreclosure prevention and assistance workshops about the 

challenges with mortgages. Initiatives like Get Home Now!, Neighborhood Stabilization and the proposed Project 

Rebuild are vital as small businesses are hired to rehabilitate homes and neighborhoods improve,” added 

Congresswoman Castor. 

 

About APD Solutions:  

APD Solutions, LLC is a national Neighborhood Revitalization Firm created to provide community development 

consulting and comprehensive real estate services to public and private sector clients. Our goal is to Restore 

credibility in the housing industry, Rebuild challenged neighborhoods and Renew the lives of impacted families. 

APD Solutions has a talented staff with over 200 years of combined relevant housing industry and real estate 

experience. We have offices in Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Jacksonville and San Francisco. For more information, 

visit www.APDSolutions.com.  
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